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A New Life

Esteban Pazuj was once a carpenter (R[T) in a small village. But he is now an Indian
plantation (P8 &) worker. His way of life has changed.

Esteban used to make tables and chairs from pine wood, which he would sell at a market
twelve miles away. Then he would buy more wood and a little food from the money he made.
But there was still not enough money. So he and his family worked for a few weeks each year
on a large coffee plantation to earn more. Later, Esteban heard about a new job on a banana
plantation. There he could make even more, have a free house, buy food cheaply at the
plantation store, and grow food for himself if he wished.

The Pazuj family now has a good house with a kitchen and electric lights. And the
children go to school for the first time. However, he is not completely happy. Esteban and his
family do not like the hot, wet climate where they now live. They miss the cool, dry highlands
of their old home. They miss their friends, too. Besides, they do not know their neighbors,
who do not speak the Pazujs’ Indian language. Where they live now does not feel like home

to the Pazuj family.
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Esteban knows that his old life is gone forever. He has become a part of the modern
world with its complicated ways. He wants to earn more money to make life easier. But he
realizes he probably will never earn more than he does now because he has no education. His
children are going to school. Perhaps they will learn skills. They might learn to repair a truck
or do office work. Sometimes, Esteban thinks if life and the future can be so different for

Indian children, perhaps other things might change, too.

1. Esteban is now a carpenter in a village.

A. True B. False C. Not Given
2. At one time, Esteban sold tables and chairs at the market.

A. True B. False C. Not Given
3. Esteban’s family once worked on a coffee plantation.

A. True B. False C. Not Given

4. Esteban heard about the banana plantation job from his friends.

A. True B. False C. Not Given
5. Esteban’s family live in a house at a low rent on the banana plantation.

A. True B. False C. Not Given
6. Esteban’s wife took the children to school every day.

A. True B. False C. Not Given
7. The climate where they now live is different from that of their old home.

A. True B. False C. Not Given
8. Esteban’s neighbors can speak the Pazujs’ Indian language.

A. True B. False C. Not Given
9. Esteban believes that he will make more money.

A. True B. False C. Not Given

10. Esteban’s children are better educated than he is.
A. True B. False C. Not Given

Wi 00012# FiE (—) U 25 2 T (3L 8 1)



IS RIEEE (B1U~15E, §@m24, H109)
FIETEREI, BMNENXEASEA 4 MER (A, B. C. D) HiEl 1 MEREE
IR, HAEBTBRKMBNAE FZIRE.

Linda Edwards of Las Vegas is full of happiness now because her long lost cat Spaz has
been returned to her. It has been twelve years since he first went missing.

When Spaz first went missing, Linda looked for him every day for three months. She
posted notices all around her town and searched every place that she could think of, but she
was never able to find him. At the end of the three months, she stopped searching, figuring
that the worst had happened.

But one of her neighbors recently discovered a dirty, thin cat wandering around in the
street. He took him to an animal hospital. The vets (&) checked him and found a chip
under his skin. From the chip they were able to track down his owner. The cat’s name is Spaz
and he belongs to Linda. The cat has been missing for twelve years!

A chip is a very small electronic device (3% &) placed under the skin of pets. The chip is
only about the size of a grain of rice. It can be used to identify whom a stray animal belongs
to. Sometimes cats or dogs can run away. If they do not have their collars on, it will be
impossible for people who may come across them to identify their owners.

Placing chips in pets allows animal services to figure out if they have a family waiting
for them. Linda was very grateful she had a chip put in Spaz and was so excited to get him
back! “I feel like I have a second chance,” she said. “This would have never happened if it

hadn’t been for the chips.”

11. Linda Edwards gave up searching for Spaz

A. by the end of the third year B. twelve years later
C. after three months D. until recently
12. After seeing the missing cat, the neighbor
A. checked his skin B. sent him to an animal hospital
C. examined his collar D. tracked down his owner

13. People learned about the owner of Spaz from the
A. chip found under the cat’s skin B. description given by the neighbor

C. notice posted by Linda D. collar worn around the cat’s neck
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14. The word “stray” (Line 2, Para. 4) is closest in meaning to *
A. dangerous B. dirty C. small D. lost
15. Which of the following can be the best title for this text?
A. A Smart Cat Finds His Way Home
B. Responsible Vets Cure A Sick Cat
C. Chips Help A Lost Cat Return To His Owner
D. Friendly Neighbors Track Down A Missing Cat
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How Power Affects Complicated Decision Making

@ Does power affect the way people make complicated decisions? A study has been done
to answer this question. The findings are reported in the December issue of Psychological
Science.

@ Rescarchers stimulated feelings of powerlessness or power in a group of volunteers.
Some volunteers were asked to recall a situation when other people had power over them.
Meanwhile, other volunteers recalled a situation when they had power over other people.
Then they were required to solve a complicated problem. They had to pick the best of four
cars, each of which had twelve different characteristics. Both the “powerful” and the
“powerless” volunteers made their choice of the cars. But some spent time consciously
thinking about the problem, while others were distracted with a word puzzle.

@ Previous research has shown that most people can solve complicated problems better if
they engage in unconscious thinking. This is because unconscious thinkers are able to think
abstractly (1% #1). They can also quickly get to the point of the problem. They do not spend
a lot of time focusing on unimportant details of the problem.

@ The results showed that the “powerless” volunteers performed better when they
unconsciously thought about the problem. More interestingly, the “powerful” volunteers
performed equally well regardless of (JGi£) whether they were in the conscious thinking or
unconscious thinking group.

@ These findings show that powerful people’s conscious consideration is very much like
the unconscious processing of the rest of us. It is more abstract and better when it comes to

complicated decisions.
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Task 1

16. Paragraph @:
17. Paragraph @:
18. Paragraph ©:
19. Paragraph @:
20. Paragraph @:

Task 2

A. Previous findings

B. Research design

C. Data analysis

D. Experimental results

E. Introduction to a new study

F. Conclusion of the study

21. Researchers managed to make volunteers feel

22. All the volunteers were asked to

23. Unconscious thinkers do not spend too much time

24. The “powerless” volunteers performed better when

25. Powerful people’s conscious thinking is

A. solve a word puzzle

B. powerless or powerful

C. thinking unconsciously
D. choose among four cars
E. focusing on minor details

F. like unconscious processing
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Jeans

Jeans have become one of the most worn pieces of clothing in the world. Everybody
wears them, from the rural farmer to the urban lawyer and from models to housewives. But
why have jeans become so popular? __ 26 _ For some people jeans look cool; for others they
are simply comfortable.

Jeans were first designed as durable (i ) trousers for farm workers and miners in
the states of the American West. Later, a Nevada tailor had the idea of using copper bolts (4%
£7) at the corner of the pockets. __ 27  As a result, jeans became popular instantly.

At first, jeans were worn only by workers, especially in factories. In the eastern part of
the US, jeans were hardly worn at all. _ 28  But when rich easterners went on holidays to
escape everyday life, they often put on jeans.

James Dean and Marlon Brando made them popular in movies and everyone wanted to
wear them. Jeans became a symbol of the youth rebellion (Jz &) during the 1950s and 1960s.
__29 _ Today, they are worn not only as casual clothes but also at formal events.

Jeans were also worn because they made people equal. You could afford them and they
could not be torn so easily. They had practical advantages as well. They did not need to be
washed as often as other trousers. __30 _ This became more important as more and more
women started working and had less time for housework. Today, jeans are an important part

of our lives.

A. They were associated with rural people and the working class.
B. Jeans are almost always washed a few times before being sold.
C. As time went on, jeans became more acceptable.

D. Besides, women did not need to iron them.

E. This made jeans stronger.

F. You’ll get many answers.
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Boxing Day

In Britain, Boxing Day is usually celebrated on the day after Christmas Day. Boxing Day
is a public holiday. This means itis __31 _ anon-working day in the whole of Britain.

During the Age of Exploration, when big sailing ships were setting offto __32  new
land, a Christmas Box was used as a good luck device. It was a(n) _ 33  container placed
on each ship while it was still in _ 34 . It was put there by a priest (4ifi) and those
crewmen who wanted to __ 35  a safe return would drop _ 36  into the box. It was then
sealed up and kept on board forthe _ 37  voyage.

If the ship came home __38 , the box was handed over to the priest. The priest would

39  the box sealed until Christmas when he would open it to share its _ 40  with the

poor.
A. recover E. ensure L. typically
B. money F. full J. port
C. safely G. keep K. entire
D. small H. contents L. explore
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The Sherlock Holmes Museum

If you are looking (look) for a fun activity in London, why not pay a visit to 221B Baker
Street, the residence of Sherlock Holmes? According to the stories, he and Doctor John H.
Watson _ 41  (live) there between 1881-1904. The house is under the protection of the
_ 42  (govern). The first floor study _ 43  (overlook) Baker Street is still faithfully
maintained as it was kept in Victorian times.

Visiting the museum is an __44  (emjoy) experience for old and young alike. It
is__45 _ (decorate) as the books describe it. You can really imagine the detective solving
__46  (mystery) there.

The part of the museum visitors __47 _ (particular) enjoy is a book of all the letters
__48  (post) to the address throughout the years. The book is full of _ 49  (interest)
treats including adults who believe the character to be real. They expressed in these letters

their __50 _ (appreciate) for Holmes’ services to the community.
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